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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the communications filed 10/24/03. Claims 1-44 are 
presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 USC 101. The claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. The computer readable medium is directed towards data 
structure per se and a carrier wave. 

Descriptive material can be characterized as either "functional descriptive material" 
or "nonfunctional descriptive material." In this context, "functional descriptive material" 
consists of data structures and computer programs which impart functionality when 
employed as a computer component. (The definition of "data structure" is "a physical or 
logical relationship among data elements, designed to support specific data 
manipulation functions." The New IEEE Standard Dictionary of Electrical and 
Electronics Temns 308 (5th ed. 1993).) "Nonfunctional descriptive material" includes but 
is not limited to music, literary works and a compilation or mere arrangement of data. 
Both types of "descriptive material" are nonstatutory when claimed as descriptive 
material perse. Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d at 1759. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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4. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

5. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Boyle 
(US Patent No. 6,279,054). 

As to claim 1 , Boyle computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions, comprising: receiving a request to open a file, the file having state 
information associated therewith (col 8, lines 47-57); in response to the request, 
sending a first handle to use to access data in the file and at least part of the state 
information associated therewith, the first handle having access rights to the file (col 4, 
lines 44-50); sending a resume key by which a duplicate handle may be requested, the 
duplicate handle having access rights to the file that correspond to the first handle; 
receiving the resume key and a request for a duplicate handle to the file (col 1 , line 65 
to col 2, line 10); sending the duplicate handle in response to the request for a duplicate 
handle; and providing access to the file via the duplicate handle (col 3, line 1-19). 

As to claim 2, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 1, wherein 
the state information includes a mode in which the file is opened (col 4, lines 34-55). 

As to claim 3, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 2, wherein 
the mode includes at least one of read only, read/write, a lock, and a mode in which the 
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file is opened for exclusive use by tlie handle and any duplicates thereof (col 6, line 9- 
20). 

As to claim 4, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 3, wherein 
the lock comprises a range that Indicates bytes of the file that can only be accessed by 
the first handle and any duplicates thereof (abstract). 

As to claim 5, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 1 , further 
comprising authenticating a client that sends any request (col 5, lines 1-11). 

As to claim 6, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 5, further 
comprising authenticating a server that sends any response (col 5, lines 1-11). 

As to claim 7, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 1 , v\/herein 
the request to open a file is sent over a first channel and the request for a duplicate 
handle to the file is sent over a second channel (col 4, lines 34-55). 

As to claim 8, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 7, wherein 
unencrypted information is sent over the first channel and encrypted information is sent 
over the second channel (abstract). 

As to claim 9, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 7, wherein 
the channels pass through a single network interface on a single client (col 7, lines 45- 
65). 

As to claim 10, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 7, wherein 
the channels pass through at least two interfaces on a single client (col 7, lines 45-65). 
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As to claim 11, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 7, wherein 
the first channel is disconnected and wherein the file remains open aftenA/ards (col 6, 
lines 2-40). 

As to claim 12, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 11, 
wherein the resume key is received after the first channel has become disconnected 
(abstract). 

As to claim 13, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 7, wherein 
the first channel is disconnected and wherein the file remains open aften/vards at least 
until another client requests access to the file (col 4, lines 34-55). 

As to claim 14, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 13, 
wherein if the other client requests access to the file before a time has expired, the 
other client is denied access to the file (col 7, lines 45-65). 

As to claim 15, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 13, 
wherein if the other client requests access to the file after the time has expired, the file 
is closed and the other client is granted access to the file (col 7, lines 45-65). 

As to claim 16, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 15, 
wherein the client is informed that the file has been accessed by another client after the 
client sends the resume key with a request for a duplicate handle (abstract). 



Application/Control Number: 10/693,289 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2155 

As to claim 17, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 13, 
wherein after the resume key is received, the client is informed that the file has not been 
changed by another client (col6, lines 9-20). 

As to claim 18, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 1 , wherein 
the request to open the file is sent from a first client and the duplicate handle is sent to a 
second client (abstract). 

As to claim 19, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 18, 
wherein the first client sends the duplicate handle to the second client (abstract). 

As to claim 20, Boyle teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 18, 
wherein the second client receives the duplicate handle from a server that provides 
access to the file (abstract). 

Claims 21-44 present no further limitations above claims 1-20 and thus are 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



